
Social Justice Change 

Pathways English 11 and 12 
Mrs. Hamm 

Yes, it does count as an English 11 class and it is not an 

elective.  

 
SJC PATHWAYS Part One: This section is an introductory course offered at 

the junior English level which is the initial course in a two year 

pathway of the study of Social Justice through the lens of literature, 

culminating in a deeper level of study at the Senior level. Please know 

you are not locked into staying your senior year but you would receive 

first priority if you choose to move on to senior year Social Justice 

Change. 

 

The class will analyze themes of class, race, gender, community, and the 

human condition. This is a course about the intersections of social 

justice education and Modern Literature. Students will be introduced (or 

reintroduced) to the genre through reading notable and culturally 

relevant texts through a social justice lens. Students will apply 

critical race theory, feminist theory, literary theory, and theories of 

social justice to the texts and will examine the pedagogical strategies 

of teaching social justice through literature. Students will deepen 

their understanding of the fundamentals of social justice by reading 

core social justice texts that accompany each piece of literature both 

fiction and nonfiction. One of the underlying themes of the course will 

be analyzing the resilient nature of our society, specifically in regard 

to individuals who are able to overcome the societal pressures and 

stratifications, in order to create change for all. This course invites 

students to examine social justice while creating opportunities for them 

to think, read, and write critically. Students will further develop 

their literary and critical thinking skills through reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening. It is an opportunity for authentic education 

and experiential learning to build a better world. 

 

There are several opportunities for experiential learning through 

travel, field trips, guest speakers etc. Example field trips: Museum of 

Tolerance and Homeboy Industries in Los Angles, Faithful Fools in SF 

dealing with the issue of homelessness, Precita Eyes Muralist- Social 

Justice through Art, SF- GLBT Historical Society museum and archives, 

San Quentin Prison Project in May (Must be 18 years of age the day we 

go!)  These are just to name a few. There will be an international 

travel opportunity which will decide together as a class to go on during 

the April break.  



 

I Do HOPE YOU WILL CONSIDER SIGNING UP FOR THE 

CLASS.  I WOULD BE HONORED TO HAVE YOU!  -Ms. Hamm  


